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situations had already been taken up. There is now absolutely no
restriction; gardens pay only ordinary dry rates, and even if wells
should lapse to Government, as in the famine, no charge whatever is
made for them or for the land, beyond the ordinary dry rate, to a ryot
who takes up the field.

Thousands of sites for wells are still available, but this is rather
because of the distance of such sites from the village than from ignor-
ance or want of capital. Excellent wells may even be seen full of water,
but not used for irrigation because they are far from the village, and
garden crops need watching. As the homestead practice progresses,
these sites will be utilized. In view of the fact that wells after costing
a good deal are sometimes abandoned because of the interposition of
impenetrable rock, it has been suggested by Messrs. J. Sullivan (1829),
J., Thomas (1831), Eobertson (1875), that boring tools should be
supplied to each taluk for the use of the ryot, or that a Government
party should travel about, bore in all likely spots, and record in the
accounts and maps the depth and particulars of reaching water. It is
however to be noted that the subsoil is so very hard that an auger has
no chance, and that the use of the chisel and other apparatus for hard
soils involves great expense, while the rods are apt to get jammed and
be inextricable, as recently in Coimbatore. Wudders can be employed
to sink a small trial well for less than a bore hole would in most cases
cost, and a Government party of Wudders would probably be of service.
The ryots themselves could easily do this if they liked, but they seem
to trust to luck, and sometimes to divination by pouring water on a
sheep's head and noting the place where she shakes herself. Practi-
cally the xyot trusts to observation and good luck more than to divina-
tion, and it is certain that the divination, if practised, only concerns
the particular spot in a part of a field, for wells are invariably sunk
in. such positions as to obtain a good supply of water consistent with
watering the best part of the field; ryots are sharp enough in this
matter.

The invariable water-lift is the single-bucket cattle-lift (y^ttam),
the pacottah or basket only being used for shallow lifts from channels
or pools. Eegarding lifts Mr. Eobertson has expressed a strong opinion
in favor of his special whim-liffc, observing that by its adoption a saving
might be effected equal to the whole revenue paid to Government, or
say 20 lakhs per annum. If such a splendid saving be possible it is to
be regretted that district practice and opinion are opposed to this lift;
it is however generally considered that there would be no gain by its
adoption. The ryot uses the small power at his disposal in apparently
the best possible way, viz., by applying the weight of his cattle running
down an incline direct to the bucket without the intervention of any
machine save a simple pulley. If, however, but one-tenth of this sum
or 2 lakhs per annum could be saved, it would repay the State tenfold
every year to employ a party to inculcate and prove its economy, by